MORRISTOWN WEST High School Band Boosters

One Trojan Trail, Morristown, TN 37813

February 18, 2009

Mr. Blah Blah

company name

P.O. Box 1234

Morristown, TN 37816

Dear Mr. Blah Blah: 

The award-winning Morristown-Hamblen West High School Marching Band and Flag Corps and Concert Band have served the Lakeway Community for many years. You may have heard the bands at high school football games, community parades, or at concerts. Director Michael Thomas has taught music theory, performance and precision marching to hundreds of Hamblen County students.  

Participation in these bands has enabled students to gain valuable skills in discipline, teamwork and leadership. These skills translate to higher academic achievement. The College Board examined the 2006 Scholastic Aptitude Test results and found that students with coursework/experience in music performance scored 57 points higher on the verbal portion of the test and 43 points higher on the math portion than students with no coursework or experience in the arts (The College Board, Profile of College-Bound Seniors National Report for 2006).

However, maintaining the program requires considerable financial resources. Funding comes from two sources; the Hamblen County Board of Education and the Band Boosters, which consists of the parents and families of the band students. The Band Boosters run the concessions at all high school football and basketball games. They also conduct various other fund-raising activities throughout the year.  

Despite the funding from the Board of Education and the hard work of the Band Boosters, more support is needed. Many of the school owned instruments are in need of repair and several others will need to be replaced within the next three years. These include: three sousaphones at a cost of $8,500 each; a set of bass drums at a cost of $5,000; one marimba costing $5,000 or more; and four baritones priced at $3,700 each. The Band Boosters also incur all transportation costs for away football games and competitions. Transportation fees in 2008-2009 were in excess of $4,000.

We are asking you to help us continue to provide quality music education to our students by making a donation of $500 for the 2009-2010 school year. Your donation would help us meet our financial needs for the coming year.  Should you decide to provide financial assistance to our program, your firm name will be included on the Benefactors page of our website (www.mwhsband.com). We encourage all our band members, families and friends to patronize those businesses who help make our program a success.

We thank you in advance for your consideration of this worthy cause. Because of sponsors like you, our students may continue to participate in and enjoy the band programs.

Sincerely,
